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To the best of our knowledge, 
all of the ads in 

The Alabama Baptist 
represent legitimate 

companies and offerings. 
However, one should always 

exercise normal business 
caution in responding to ads.

WEB ADVERTISING 
is available on The Alabama Baptist website 

(www.thealabamabaptist.org). For more information, call 
205-870-4720, Ext. 102, or e-mail ads@thealabamabaptist.org.
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For information about advertising in The Alabama Baptist, 
contact Advertising Director Brian Giles at 205-870-4720, 

Ext. 107 or bgiles@thealabamabaptist.org.
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CORRECTION
The photo cutline for the 
‘Anniston/Oxford hosts 2011 
RA/Challenger basketball 
tournament’ printed in the 
Feb. 17 issue of The Alabama 
Baptist had an incorrect 
church name for the winners 
of the Young Challengers and 
the Older Challengers. The 
correct name is Woodridge 
Baptist Church, Mobile.

SBC membership 
declines for 3rd 
consecutive year
Pentecostals, Mormons and Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses gained ground, 
mainline churches continued to de-
cline and growth in the largest two 
denominations — Roman Catholics 
and Southern Baptists — remained 
stagnant, according to new statistics 
compiled by the National Council 
of Churches (NCC).

The 2011 Yearbook of American 
and Canadian Churches contains 
few surprises, with growing church-
es continuing to grow and churches 
that have been declining continu-
ing to lose members, said Eileen 
Linder, editor of the annual report 
card ranking growth in the largest 
25 religious bodies. The 79th an-
nual edition of the Yearbook noted 
that rates of both growth and decline 
have slowed in recent years.

The Catholic Church, the nation’s 
largest denomination with 68 mil-
lion members, grew by about one 
half of 1 percent, while the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC), the sec-
ond-largest, declined by .4 percent, 
to 16.1 million members.

This is the third straight year the 
Yearbook has noted a loss in mem-
bership for Southern Baptists, which 
until recently reported decades of 
uninterrupted growth.

Membership �gures reported in 
the 2011 Yearbook were collected 
by churches in 2009 and reported 
to the NCC in 2010. The SBC’s 
membership totals are compiled 
by LifeWay Christian Resources. 
Churches report vital statistics 
through Baptist state conventions 
that are then given to LifeWay. 

Southern Baptists count only the 
professed and baptized believers as 
members, compared to groups like 
Catholics who number commu-
nicants from infancy. About one-
third of Southern Baptists included 
in the count of total membership 
are “nonresident” members, who 
joined a local Baptist church but 
moved away and never transferred 
their membership. Southern Bap-
tists don’t count inactive members, 
people who belong to a church but 
never attend, but about a third of 
the total membership is in church 
on a given Sunday.

The Yearbook does not count 
nondenominational churches, 
which reportedly are the second-
largest group of Protestant church-
es in America and the fastest grow-
ing.  (ABP)


