
Eutaw’s Kirkwood Mansion perfect setting for 
church group day outings, Christmas luncheons

Victorian Christmas at Landmark Park

Kirkwood Mansion
Paid Advertising

For church groups or business-
es looking for a memorable expe-
rience and spectacular venue to 
host their Christmas party, look 
no further than the holiday gran-
deur of Kirkwood Mansion. 

This refurbished ca.1860 ante-
bellum home, which is listed on 
the national register of historic 

Step back in time during Dothan’s Landmark Park’s 
Victorian Christmas, Dec. 14, 1–4 p.m. Watch the circuit-
riding preacher arrive on horseback to deliver a Christmas 
message at the historical church located on the grounds 
of Landmark Park. Warm up to some holiday hospitality 
during an afternoon centered on the pleasures of Christ-
mas past. Visitors are invited to sample turn-of-the-cen-
tury desserts and sip hot chocolate or mulled cider while 
children try their hand at making traditional Christmas 
decorations. Admission is free. Call 334-794-3452 or visit 
www.landmarkpark.com for more information. 

places, is a magnificent example 
of American Greek Revival archi-
tecture, complete with eight mas-
sive ionic columns, Carrara mar-
ble mantels and Waterford crystal 
chandeliers. 

Kirkwood is home to one of 
the greatest collections of period 
American antiques in the South-
east as well as an impressive col-
lection of Southern art. 

Located in historic Eutaw, Kirk-
wood is but a 30-minute drive past 
Tuscaloosa and easily accessible 
by way of Interstate 20/59. Ac-
cording to owners Al and Danky 
Blanton, visitors to Kirkwood 
have several tour options from 
which to choose. Individuals and 
groups can tour Mon.–Sat. from 
9 a.m.–5 p.m. and Sun. from 1–5 
p.m., or groups of 15 or more can 
experience a full-day excursion 
including touring another ante-
bellum home, a tour of Kirkwood 
followed by lunch and conclud-
ing with a trip to Eutaw’s antique 
district. 

And a trip to Kirkwood isn’t 
complete without guests gather-
ing around the baby grand piano 
in the receiving parlor to sing 
Christmas carols and favorite 
hymns with the Blantons. Eve-
ning holiday parties at Kirkwood 
are also available but book up 
quickly during the season. 

Kirkwood is available for 
tours, luncheons and outdoor 
weddings throughout the year. 
For scheduling information, 
call Al or Danky Blanton at 205-
372-2694.



A one-of-a-kind Christmas trip 
excursion for church groups, 

families at Mobile’s Museum of Art
The Museum of Mobile
Paid Advertising

When planning your group 
excursions to the Mobile Bay 
area, plan to make one of your 
tour stops the Mobile Mu-
seum of Art (MMA) where you 
can view a once-in-a-lifetime, 
world renowned exhibit.

Opening Oct. 10 and running 
through April 12, 2009, the 
awe-inspiring 
art exhibit, 
I l luminating 
the Word: The 
Saint John’s 
Bible with il-
l u m i n a t e d 
pages from 
the Gospels 
and Acts, the 
Pentateuch 
and the Book 
of Psalms will 
be on display. 
This exhibit 
was created 
under the artistic direction of 
calligrapher Donald Jackson.

On display at the MMA will 
be 60-70 items from the first 
three volumes. These items 
include original text and illu-
minated pages from the Bible, 
Jackson’s process sketches 
tools from his scriptorium in 
Wales, as well as other man-
uscripts, bibles and art from 
special collections at Saint 
John’s University.

The MMA’s exhibition will 
allow visitors to see and hear 
about the process of using 
goose-and-swan quills, calf-
skin vellum, ancient hand-
ground inks, gold and silver 
gilding, accompanied by the 
use of digital cameras, e-mail 

and computer design tech-
nology to create this work of 
artistic and spiritual signifi-
cance. 

In December, the museum 
has several programs planned 
that will coincide with the ex-
hibition. 

On the 10th, the museum 
will be the only Alabama des-
tination for the Bible Across 

A m e r i c a 
Tour that is 
being put 
together by 
Zondervan, 
the world’s 
l e a d i n g 
Bible pub-
lisher. More 
than 30,000 
people will 
be partici-
pating in the 
creation of a 
handwritten 
rendering of 

the New International Version 
of the Bible by copying vers-
es that will later be collected 
and published in a one of kind 
text. 

Then on the 14th, the MMA 
will collaborate with Spring 
Hill College to host a lecture 
presented by the Benedictine 
Sisters from the Sacred Heart 
Monastery in Cullman. The 
Sisters will be speaking at St. 
Joseph Chapel about the role 
of Scripture and handwritten 
Bibles in their religious tradi-
tions. 

For more information about 
any of these events, call 251-
208-5200 or visit their Web 
site, www.mobilemuseum 
ofart.com. 



Don’t miss the next Sweet Home Alabama advertorial package 
March 5, 2009. For advertising details, call Sue Ann Raybon at 

205-870-4720 Ext. 107 or e-mail saraybon@thealabamabaptist.org.

Experience Christmas traditions 
of yesteryear at Troy’s Pioneer 

Museum Dec. 11–13

Pioneer Museum of Alabama
Paid Advertising

If it’s a traditional Americana 
Christmas experience you’re 
looking for, then Troy’s Pioneer 
Museum of Alabama is the place 
you want to be the evenings of 
Dec. 11–13. A perfect outing 
for church groups or families, 
this nostalgic celebration of the 
Christmas season takes you 
back to years gone by. 

You can experience Christmas 
as the pioneers did. Young and 
old alike will enjoy the demon-
strations and exhibits of Christ-
mas customs, fashions and life-
styles of past generations. 

You can stroll down the lumi-
nary adorned paths to cabins 
that house quilt makers, musi-
cians and painted scenes of the 
nativity story while you enjoy de-
licious homemade refreshments. 

Children can participate in mak-
ing old fashioned handmade 
Christmas ornaments and have 
their picture made with Father 
Christmas. 

They can see firsthand a real 
general store and a one-room 
school house similar to ones 
their ancestors would have at-
tended. 

One of the highlights of your 
visit will be hearing the foot 
pump organ being played in the 
log chapel. This wonderful three-
night event is Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evenings from 6–8 
p.m. and is free to the public. 

If area churches are interested 
in providing a small group of sing-
ers to stroll around the grounds 
singing Christian Christmas car-
ols they can contact Jerry Peak 
at 334-566-3597 or e-mail him at 
pioneer@troycable.net.
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