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Gadsden’s Center for Cultural Arts to host exhibition ‘Ink 
& Blood — Dead Sea Scrolls to Gutenberg’ May–Oct. 31
Mary G. Hardin Center for 
Cultural Arts
Paid advertising

Church groups will journey 
to Gadsden to experience a 
once-in-a-lifetime exhibition: 
“Ink & Blood — Dead Sea 
Scrolls to Gutenberg,” which 
is being hosted in the Mary 
G. Hardin Center for Cultural 
Arts from May 3–Oct. 31.

Viewing hours are Monday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.–8 p.m., and 
Sunday, 1–5 p.m. A special 
preview for ministers will be 
offered on Thursday, April 30 
with advanced reservations. 

This spectacular historical 
exhibition chronicles Western 
Civilization as seen through 
one of its most prominent and 
carefully preserved objects 
d’art — the Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin and English Bible. 

The collection includes 
authentic Dead Sea Scrolls, 
5,000-year-old clay tab-
lets, Hebrew Torahs, ancient 
Greek texts, Medieval Latin 

manuscripts, original pages from 
Gutenberg’s Bible, and rare first 
edition printed English Bibles.

In addition to ancient authen-
tic artifacts, the centerpieces of 
the exhibition are live theatrical 
demonstrations 
at the replica 
of Gutenberg’s 
printing press 
and a dramatic, 
educational gal-
lery of Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 

This incredible 
exhibition links 
thousands of 
years of growth 
in the Western 
civilization pre-
served through 
the diligence of the scribes and 
printers and the blood of mar-
tyrs. But more than just pres-
ervation, these artifacts reveal 
the growth of education and the 
inevitable new experiment in de-
mocracy — America.

“We would love to host Ala-

bama Baptist church groups 
for a tour of this awe-inspiring 
exhibition,” said Executive Di-
rector Bobby Welch. “We have 
a wonderful restaurant and out-
door café and courtyard that is a 

perfect setting 
for luncheons 
before or af-
ter your tour,” 
he said. Welch 
also pointed out 
that discounted 
group rates are 
available as 
well as meeting 
space where 
groups can ex-
pand upon the 
exhibition ex-
perience. 

Ink & Blood Exhibition Direc-
tor Dillon Poss said, “Gads-
den’s Hardin’s center is unique 
in that it can accommodate ei-
ther small groups or groups of 
up to 300 people. This just adds 
to the exhibition experience for 
any groups wanting to take ad-

vantage of lectures related to Ink 
and Blood.” 

Poss encouraged any groups 
wanting to attend to make ad-
vanced reservations as soon 
as possible as tickets for the 
most desirable dates go quickly. 
Welch emphasized that advance 
reservations are required for all 
group-rate discounts and also 
said that the most important 
thing for groups wanting to at-
tend was to make their reserva-
tions early by faxing in a com-
mitment form, which does not 
require a payment until 30 days 
before the date.

Exhibition admission rates are 
$6 for adults and $4 for children 
ages 3–12. There is no charge 
for Hardin Center members. Au-
dio tour headsets will be avail-
able for an additional $4.

Call 256-543-2787, Ext. 26 
or e-mail: inkandblood@cultur-
alarts.org to schedule a group 
tour. For more information visit 
www.inkandblood.com or www.
culturalarts.org.
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Smoky Mountain Christian Village: Ideal setting 
for church youth groups, senior adults retreatsExplore 

Alabama’s       
Treasure Trove
of Museums

Smoky Mountain Christian Village
Paid advertising

Whether it’s a senior-adult group 
looking for lodging for a weekday 
retreat, a weekend marriage en-
counter or accommodations for a 
weeklong summercamp for 100 
rambunctious youth, Smoky Moun-
tain Christian Village (SMCV) is the 
ideal solution for any church. 

Nestled around a secluded 
mountain ridge in the foothills of the 
Smoky Mountains, SMCV chalets 
and lodges are set in the serenity 
of old growth trees and nature, yet 
are only a few minutes away from 
the shopping and excitement of Pi-
geon Forge and Dollywood/Splash 
Country. The world famous Smoky 
Mountain National Park is only 3 
miles away. 

This beautiful 44-acre property 
features accommodations that pro-
vide a perfect setting for Christian 
retreats and meetings. Designed 
with flexibility in mind, it is ideal 
for almost any type of event — 
large or small. From a large family 
reunion or single-family weekend 
getaway to association retreats or 
meetings with 200 guests, the fa-
cility can handle it all. The campus 

boasts modern meeting spaces 
that are flexible for large or small 
groups. Amenities include a large, 
year-round, indoor-outdoor heated 
swimming pool; hot tubs; gas grills; 
a children’s playground; gazebos; 
walking trails; pavilion with pic-
nic tables; and a recreational area 
for pastimes such as 
horseshoes and sand 
volleyball.

All accomodations 
feature fireplaces; 
many with foosball or 
pingpong tables.

The chalets and 
lodges are equipped 
with fully furnished 
kitchens where groups 
can prepare meals to-
gether, or SMCV can 
arrange food service if 
you prefer. For guests with physical 
disabilities, there are limited handi-
cap-accessible rooms and accom-
modations.

The beautiful outdoor setting 
provides a nurturing environment 
where nature can be appreciated 
and God’s presence can be felt. 
Whether enjoying the colorful fall 
foliage, watching otters busy at 
work in the nearby pond or singing 

songs under the stars while warm-
ing up to the glow of the outdoor 
fire pits, you will be rejuvenated 
body and soul at this Christian re-
treat site.

The mission of SMCV is to serve 
the needs of Christian churches, 
ministries and families through 

grace-based hospi-
tality and to enable 
them to accomplish 
their goals by provid-
ing a family-friendly 
atmosphere condu-
cive to ministry. 

According to Rev. 
Ken Pritt, executive 
director, “Our desire 
is to provide Christian 
groups and ministries 
with a comfortable 
Christian environ-

ment in which to retreat, train or 
simply get away from the secular 
world.”

866-997-5454 | www.tsmcv.org




